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Funds from the scholarship are used to help defray
costs for students taking classes related to the study of
aquatic environmental sciences or related areas. The
scholarship is open to anyone, and all are encouraged
to apply. Applications will be accepted throughout the
year and the scholarship awarded when a suitable
candidate is found. Money raised by the Society during
the year partially goes to fund this scholarship, the 
intent of which is to promote the study of aquatics.
For an application, please go to www.sfapms.org.  

Greetings Fellow Applicators,

Summer is upon us, and as every season, it brings 
new challenges and issues. For most of the state 
of Florida, we experienced a somewhat classic El 
Nino winter. And now it appears we are heading 
into a classic La Nina summer, which means more 
rain, and the potential for an above average 
hurricane season, increased runoff leading to 
algae blooms.

As the summer season approaches, the time to 
prepare is now. Not only preparing the industry, but 
our own personal lives. I am a native Floridian and 
have seen firsthand the destructive force of a 
tropical system. Even if we are glanced by a storm, 
we may experience long lines for food, supplies 
and fuel. Shortages are also very common. Also, 
as for the governmental folks, we may be asked to 
“help out” the people who are most impacted. 
Message being, “Prepare Now”. Fuel, water, 
non-perishable food, enough for each person in 
your household for at least one week. Make sure 
you have a plan. Some may remember 1992 and a 
guy named “Andrew” no relation, I swear. After the 
storm passes, that’s the tough part.

As aquatic resource managers, we all know what 
happens when it rains and the water starts to flow. 
Planktonic algae… Inform the general public about 
the issues with it. In some instances, there’s not a 
lot we can do, however, we can keep the public 
aware and informed. We are all in this together.

Hopefully, this upcoming summer season will be 
uneventful and limited issues as far as hurricanes 
go. I’d also like to extend the invitation to the June 
SFAPMS meeting here in Fort Myers at Lee County 
Hyacinth Control District facility. Hope to see 
everyone then. Have a safe and “uneventful” 
summer.

Keith Andreu – President
South Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society                          

Cover Photo:
Allstate Resource Management
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The Applicator’s Survival Kit
By: Steve “Monty” Montgomery, Allstate Resource Management

Let’s face it.  Being an applicator is a multi-task job.  It requires us to be 
part biologist, part salesperson, part public relations person, part 
chemist, and part handyman/mechanic.  With so many responsibilities, 
things don’t always run as smoothly as we’d like.  There are a lot of delays 
we have no control over like weather, tra�c, or dealing with 
homeowners.  All too often the most time consuming and costly delays 
are things that could be easily rectified with a little preparation.  
Equipment failure is an eventuality that we all deal with sooner or later.

Even though it’s impossible to prepare for every eventuality, a well 
stocked “survival kit” can head o� many of the headaches that would 
ruin a productive day.  Think about equipment problems you and other 
colleagues have encountered in the past and try to build up an inventory 
of tools, spare parts, and other items.  The time spent stocking up is a lot 
better than the time spent in the middle of a lake in a boat with a dead 
motor, with a leaking spray system, on a hot summer day, two hours 
before quitting time. 

There’s nothing more 
aggravating than having 

an operation brought
to a screeching halt,

half way through the day 
and realizing you don’t 

have the means to
correct it.  

“

“
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Florida Strawberry Fritters

Ingredients
2 cups Florida strawberries, diced
1 cup Florida orange juice
2 large eggs
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted and 
cooled slightly
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/3 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder

Recipe from Fresh From Florida
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Preparation

In a medium bowl toss sugar and cinnamon together and set aside.

To prepare the batter, combine flour, sugar, baking powder, salt, cinnamon, cardamom, 
ginger, and white pepper in a large bowl. Add the diced strawberries to the flour mixture and 
toss to combine. In a separate bowl whisk together the orange juice, vanilla, eggs and 
melted butter. Add dry ingredients (in 2 stages) to wet ingredients until fully combined. Set 
batter aside to rest for 10 to 15 minutes.

Meanwhile, add at least 2 inches oil to cast iron pan or Dutch oven and heat over 
medium-high heat until 350 degrees. Using an ice cream scoop (or other high heat safe 
spoon) drop mounds of batter into hot oil, being careful not to overcrowd pan. Allow to fry 
at least 6 to 8 minutes, flipping halfway through, or until golden brown. Transfer fritters to 
paper-towel lined baking sheet to drain any excess oil. Immediately toss in cinnamon-sugar 
mixture to coat. Serve warm. Fresh tip: Seasonal fruit (Florida blueberries or mangoes) can 
be substituted if desired.

1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
Pinch of cardamom
Pinch of white pepper
1/2 cup sugar (for coating)
1 tablespoon cinnamon (for coating)
2 quarts (or more) oil, for frying



Basic tool kit

Trailer hub and bearings

Winch crank

Tow strap

Extra hose

Lubricants (WD-40, grease)

Spare valves

PVC pipe scraps
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Necessity may be the mother of invention but an applicator in a pinch may very well be the most ingenious thing on earth.   
Some items can be helpful in ways other than their intended purpose.  I’ve heard of some truly Macgyver-like fixes to get 
out of a jam over the years.  Pieces of PVC used as bridges to bypass a section of dry rotted hose.  Layers of rubber glove 
under a hose clamp to stop a leaking line.  I’ve even used window spline, wrapped in duct tape as a temporary gasket.  
None of these ideas are permanent fixes, of course, but they can get us through a job, or keep a small mess from becoming 
a big one.  Forethought and preparation are key elements to overcoming the day to day, operational headaches of our 
profession.  The closest hardware store may as well be a million miles away once you’re out on the water and a problem 
occurs.  A small investment of time in advance could pay big dividends down the road.

Each applicator’s kit is obviously tailored for his or her specific needs (spare parts particularly) but here are a few items 
that some of my fellow applicators carry:

Spare spark plugs

Spray tips and stabilizers

Extra O-rings  

Lug wrench

Duct tape

Spare motor recoil

Hose clamps

Extra fuses

Basic tool kit

Trailer hub and bearings

Winch crank

Tow strap

Extra hose

Lubricants (WD-40, grease)

Spare valves

PVC pipe scraps
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My lake is drier than it’s ever been. . .
By: Lake Worth Drainage District

Your community’s lake or pond is actually a stormwater management pond. A 
stormwater management pond is an engineered structure built to gather surface water 
runo� (rainfall) from rooftops, lands, and roads. The pond temporarily stores water and 
then releases it to an LWDD drainage canal at a controlled rate until the designed water 
elevation in the pond is achieved.

During Florida’s dry season, which typically spans from October to May, the water levels 
in these ponds can drop significantly. This natural fluctuation can expose sandy banks 
and reduce the pond’s capacity for uses like lawn irrigation. Since stormwater ponds 
primarily rely on rainfall for replenishment and can’t be refilled using water from the 
LWDD canal system, these conditions are likely to persist until su�cient rainfall occurs.

During the dry season when water levels are lower, is an opportune time for communities 
to conduct thorough inspections and maintenance of their drainage infrastructure. Here 
are some essential steps for ensuring a well-maintained drainage system:

Keep swale areas clear. Regularly remove debris and vegetation from swale areas and 
ensure they are mowed regularly. This helps prevent blockages and allows for e�cient 
water flow.
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Clear street drains: Remove any trash or debris that may have accumulated in street drains 
to prevent blockages  and ensure proper drainage during rainfall events.

Inspect discharge points/outfalls: Regularly inspect discharge points or outfalls into LWDD 
canals to ensure they are clear of obstructions and functioning properly. This helps maintain 
the flow of water from stormwater management ponds into the LWDD canal system.

Inspect underground drainage pipes: Schedule inspections of underground drainage pipes 
every three to five years to identify any potential issues such as leaks, cracks, or blockages. 
Addressing these issues promptly can prevent costly repairs and ensure the e�ectiveness of 
the drainage system.

Exercise discharge control structures: Periodically open and close operable discharge 
control structures to ensure they are functioning correctly. This helps prevent rust or 
corrosion buildup and ensures they are operational when needed.

Visually inspect fixed discharge control structures: Regularly inspect fixed discharge 
control structures for signs of structural damage or potential blockages. Address any issues 
promptly to maintain the integrity and e�ectiveness of the drainage system.

By following these maintenance practices, communities can ensure their drainage 
infrastructure remains in optimal condition, minimizing the risk of flooding and ensuring 
e�cient water management during both wet and dry seasons.
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Lakes and Ponds
Preserves

Stormwater Retention
Fish Stocking

•Lake Maintenance
•Native Plantings
•Biological Controls
•Aquatic Pest Control
•Beach Restoration 

•Erosion Control
•Water Quality Testing
•Fish Stocking
•Fountains & Aeration

•Stormwater System
  Inspection & Maintenance
•Wetland & Upland Management
•Property Manager Support

As a Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation Approved
Provider # 0004645 we are available to provide continuing education units
for (CAM) Community Association Managers in the Operation of Physical Property.

Contact Us Today!  954-382-9766
info@allstatemanagement.com   www.allstatemanagement.com  

Connect the Drops!

Our Services Include:
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Your community’s lake or pond is actually a stormwater management pond. A 
stormwater management pond is an engineered structure built to gather surface water 
runo� (rainfall) from rooftops, lands, and roads. The pond temporarily stores water and 
then releases it to an LWDD drainage canal at a controlled rate until the designed water 
elevation in the pond is achieved.

During Florida’s dry season, which typically spans from October to May, the water levels 
in these ponds can drop significantly. This natural fluctuation can expose sandy banks 
and reduce the pond’s capacity for uses like lawn irrigation. Since stormwater ponds 
primarily rely on rainfall for replenishment and can’t be refilled using water from the 
LWDD canal system, these conditions are likely to persist until su�cient rainfall occurs.

During the dry season when water levels are lower, is an opportune time for communities 
to conduct thorough inspections and maintenance of their drainage infrastructure. Here 
are some essential steps for ensuring a well-maintained drainage system:

Keep swale areas clear. Regularly remove debris and vegetation from swale areas and 
ensure they are mowed regularly. This helps prevent blockages and allows for e�cient 
water flow.
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Florida Blueberry Icebox Pie

Ingredients

4 cups Florida blueberries (or strawberries)

1 tablespoon Florida sugar

1 tablespoon cornstarch

1 tablespoon fresh squeezed lemon juice

1 tablespoon lemon zest

Recipe from Fresh From Florida
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Preparation

In a small sauce pot over medium-low heat, combine 2 cups berries, corn starch, lemon juice, 
sugar and lemon zest. Cook, while stirring, until a sauce has formed, about 5 minutes. 
Remove from heat and cool. In a large mixing bowl, add the heavy cream, confectioners 
sugar, and vanilla extract. Whisk to form sti� peaks. Line the inside of a 9 x 5-inch loaf pan 
with plastic wrap. Extend the plastic wrap over edges for easier removal. To assemble, 
spread an even thin layer of the whipped cream on the bottom. Next add a layer of crushed 
graham crackers, then a layer of sliced berries then drizzle a layer of the berry sauce. Repeat 
this process until the pan is full. Cover the pie using the extended plastic wrap and freeze. 
Before serving, place the frozen pie in the refrigerator for 1 hour. Use the extended plastic 
wrap to remove pie from the pan and place on a platter. Slice and serve cold. Garnish with 
whip cream, crushed graham crackers and/or berry sauce.

3 cups heavy whipping cream

1/4 cup confectioners sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

8-10 full sheets of graham crackers, roughly 
crushed
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 20, 2024
Lee County Hyacinth Control 

District

September 19, 2024
TBD

UF Short Course
May 13-16, 2024

FAPMS 48th Annual
Conference

October 7-10, 2024
Daytona Beach, FL
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